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he Health Status by Race and Ethnicity report was prepared by the Office of Public Health Assessment
(OPHA), Center for Health Data, under the direction of Lois M. Haggard, Ph.D. It is the role of
OPHA to foster an integrated and objective understanding of Utah’s health and health care systems.

This understanding is an essential component of health surveillance, policy development, and program
planning and evaluation. One aspect of this role is the provision of regular reports of health data, includ-
ing reports of Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, Utah Health Status Survey, community health
status, small area analysis, race/ethnicity, leading health indicators, leading causes of death, Healthy
People 2010 objectives, and periodic additional reports with Utah Department of Health programs.
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